Methods: Six kinds of CIM were used on the depilated abdomens of rats. Images were observed and analyzed by using Hematoxylin&Eosin(H&E) staining and TUNEL assays. Results: Moxibustion medical treatment using CIM could generate first to third degree burns. In some cases, no burns were generated. We used H-E staining to observe second-degree and third-degree burns and TUNEL assays to observe first-degree burns. In first-degree burns, the TUNEL reaction in the epidermal layer was confirmed. The damage to the dermal layer was observed in more than second-degree burn. In third-degree burns, tissue degeneration to the subcutaneous fat was observed, but the thickness of the skin tissue was not observed. Conclusions: Basic data classifying the burns generated by CIM treatment through histological observation of the burn tissue caused by the CIM treatment were obtained in this research. Key words: commercial indirect moxa; burn; thermal injury; histology; skin doi:10.1016/j.jams.2012.01.008
